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CHAPTER VI The Popular Tale
While the erudite scholar and the student aspiring at erudition are interested in the ornamental style of the kavyas, the layman takes delight only in graphic accounts of thrilling episodes told in straight and simple language. Therefore apart from the great Prose Romances and the Ornate Epics which are embellished with all literary art so as to delight the learned, there were also current in the country from very ancient times, several stories and legends which were populai among the common people. Some of these are of the nature of romance and fairy tales and others are beast fables meant for didactic purposes. The Brihatkatha is the oldest work of the former class and thePanchatantra of the latter*
Brihat katha
The original version of the Brihatkatha of Gmadhya is lost to us and all our knowledge of it consists of inferences. The author has been grouped by Govardhana with Valmiki and Vyasa. Bana and Subandhu make clear references to Brihatkatha. Dandin in his Kavyadarsa classifies it as a Katha written in the « Bhutabhasha * or the language of the goblins and as containing wonderful tales. On these grounds Gunadhya must be assigned to a period not later than the 5th century A.D. Kalidasa refers to the popularity of Vdaywa kathg and the plots of some of this brief and general 4c$punt,
